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UNCLAS MUSCAT 0886 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, MU, UK 

SUBJECT: ANNOUNCEMENT OF BRITISH DEPARTURE EROM MASIRAH AND 
SALALAH AIRFIELDS 

UNOFEICIAL TRANSLATION OF TEXT OE OMAN EOREIGN MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENT JULY 19, WHICH FEATURED LOCAL MEDIA NEXT DAY, 
FOLLOWS: 

"IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH HM SULTAN QABOOS 
HELD WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT DURING HIS VISIT TO THE 
UNITED KINGDON, THE TWO GOVERNMENTS AGREED ON THE WITHDRAWAL 
OF THE BRITISH RAF FROM MASIRAH MARCH 31, 1977 AND THE WITH- 
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AIRFIELD ON THE SAME DATE, WHEREUPON IT WILL BE HANDED 
OVER TO THE OMANI GOVERNMENT TO ARRANGE EOR ITS OPERATION. 
THE AGREEMENT EOR THE WITHDRAWAL OE THE RAE AND THE 
TERMINATION OE THE RIGHTS GRANTED THEM BY HM THE SULTAN 
ON MASIRAH ISLAND STEMS EROM THE REDUCED BRITISH MIT, IT ARY 
POWER IN THE FAR EAST, AND THE CONSEQUENT DECREASED NEED 
TO USE THE ISLAND, TO BE EEFECTIVE EROM MARCH 31, 1977 
WITH THE EXISTING UNITS ON THE ISLAND TO BE PLACED UNDER 
OMANI CONTROL. 

THIS WITHDRAWAL WILL NOT AFEECT THE PILOTS AND SECONDED 
OEFICERS EOR THE SULTAN OE OMAN'S AIR EORCE, THE ARRANGEMENTS 
EOR WHICH WILL BE CONTINUED AS LONG AS HM THE SULTAN WLSHES. 
AT THE SAME TIME IT WILL NOT AEFECT PRESENT OMANI-BRITISH RE- 
LATIONS OR THEIR MUTUAL BENEEITS." 

WOLLE 
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